
Greater Cambridge Partnership Joint Assembly 
Petitions Protocol 

 
At the discretion of the Chairperson, members of the public may submit and present 
petitions to the Joint Assembly.  This standard protocol is to be observed by 
petitioners: 

(a) Petitions should include a clear statement of the petition organiser’s 
concerns and what they would like the Joint Assembly to do; 

(b) Petitions must relate to something which is within the responsibility of 
the Joint Assembly, or over which the Assembly has some influence; 

(c) Petitions must include the name and contact details of the petition 
organiser; 

(d) Petitions must include at least 500 signatures.  Petitions below this 
threshold will not be presented to the Joint Assembly, but Assembly 
members will be notified of them as long as they contain at least 50 
signatures; 

(e) Petitions must be submitted to the Democratic Services Team at the 
County Council (as the administering authority) either in paper format 
or using its e-petitions facility at least 5 clear working days before the 
date of the meeting; 

(f) Petition organisers will be permitted to present their petitions to the 
meeting and will be allowed to address the meeting for a maximum of 
three minutes; 

(g) Where more than one petition is received in time for a particular 
meeting and they are considered by the Chairperson as supporting the 
same outcome or being broadly similar in intent, it may be necessary 
for a spokesperson to be nominated and present the petitions.  If a 
spokesperson cannot be nominated or agreed, the petition organiser of 
the first petition received will be entitled to present their petition; and 

(h) Petitions will be rejected if the Chairperson considers them to be 
abusive or libellous, frivolous, vague or ambiguous, rude, offensive, 
defamatory, scurrilous or time-wasting or require the disclosure of 
exempt information (normally considered as ‘confidential’). 

 



There is no provision for presenting petitions to the Executive Board .Any matters 
arising from petitions considered by the Joint Assembly will be reported to the 
Executive Board by the Joint Assembly Chairperson. 

 


